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M. Kokovtsev's retirement from the Premiership gave
rise to a rumor that he might be appointed Russian Ambas-
sador at Paris, and that Izvolski would be transferred to
Rome or some other post. This threw Izvolski into a panic.
He abjectly besought Sazonov to prevent it:
A transfer to Rome would involve me in the greatest
financial difficulties, since every moving causes great ex-
penditures, and the salary at Rome is 40,000 francs less than
here. Dismissal through appointment to the Council of the
Empire on the other hand would be for me a direct catas-
trophe. . . . You know my personal means are very limited,
and that I have not yet put my son on his feet nor provided
for my daughter. I am compelled to place especial value
on my office. [If-he lost it, he says, he would have to seek
private employment with some bank.] After nearly forty
years of diplomatic service, this would be very hard and
bitter for me.
Izvolski's plea was effective. A few days later he
thanked Sazonov effusively for having "prevented M. N.
Kokovtsev's effort to sit himself in my seat." 308
It is interesting to speculate on how the course of his-
tory might have been changed, if Kokovtsev had replaced
Izvolski at Paris, or if he had still been able as Premier
to exert a restraining influence at St. Petersburg in July;
trans., The Reign oj Rasputin, London, 1927), passim. How strongly
Russian diplomacy seems to have been influenced during the Liman von
Sanders Affair and the spring of 1914 by the Grand Duke Nicholas, the
militarists, and the Pan-Slav Press (which Sazonov apparently often en-
couraged yet always feared), is indicated in the shrewd and carefully bal-
anced observations of Pourtales, the German Ambassador in St. Petersburg
(G.P., XXXVIII, 253ff., 269f., 293iff.; XXXIX, 540-589, passim); Pour-
tales, however, was not an alarmist; in fact, after July, 1914, he was
criticized for not having been sufficiently so. On this subject in general,
see also A. Fischel, Der Panslawismus bis zum Weltkrieg (Stuttgart, 1919) ;
E. H. Wilcox, Russia's Ruin (New York, 1919); G. Frantz, Russlands
Eintritt in den Weltkrieg (Berlin, 1924), and Russland auj dem Wege zur
Katastrophe (Berlin, 1926).
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